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JOINT  COMMISSION 

APPOINTED  TO  ARRANGE  FOR  A 

WORLD  CONFERENCE 

ON 

FAITH  AND  ORDER 

* I va  irdvres  tv  8><n , Kad&s  ab,  irdrep,  iv  ifiol  Kay<b  iv  aol , 
Lva  /cat  avroi  iv  tj/uliv  tv  &<riv,  ha  6 k6<t/jlos  iriGTebari  6tl 
crb  fie  dTr4<TTei\as. 

Ut  omnes  unum  sint,  sicut  tu  Pater  in  me,  et  ego  in  te,  ut 
et  ipsi  in  nobis  unum  sint,  ut  credat  mundus,  quia  tu  me 
misisti. 

That  they  all  may  be  one ; as  thou , Father,  art  in  me,  and  I 
in  thee , that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us  ; that  the  world  may 
believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me. 


A 

AN  OFFICIAL  STATEMENT 
BY  THE  JOINT  COMMISSION 
OF  THE 

PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
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Copies  of  this  leaflet,  of  a card  containing 
the  prayers  suggested,  and  of  the  publications 
which  it  is  expe&ed  the  Commission  will  issue 
from  time  to  time  may  be  had  free  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Secretary,  Robert  H.  Gardiner, 
Gardiner,  Maine,  U.  S.  A. 

Contributions  for  the  expenses  of  the  Com- 
mission and  the  Conference  may  be  sent  to  the 
Treasurer,  George  Zabriskie,  49  Wall  Street, 
New  York,  U.  S.  A. 

f This  leaflet  costs  the  Commission  to  print 
and  circulate  about  $3  a hundred  copies. 

Names  are  not  entered  on  the  permanent 
mailing  list,  unless  the  Secretary  receives  a per- 
sonal request  5 but  the  Commission  is  glad  to 
enter  on  that  list  all  who  will  write  to  the  Sec- 
retary that  they  desire  to  receive  future  publi- 
cations. 


AN  OFFICIAL  STATEMENT 
BY  THE 

JOINT  COMMISSION  OF  THE 
PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


To  all  who  confess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
God  and  Saviour , greeting: 

DURING  the  past  generation  the 
convidtion  has  been  growing 
among  Christians  that  the  divided  state 
of  Christendom,  with  the  consequent 
rivalry  between  Christian  organiza- 
tions and  ministries,  is  contrary  to  the 
will  of  Christ,  who  prayed  that  all  His 
disciples  might  be  one.  As  a result  of 
this  convidlion,  an  effort  is  being  ini- 
tiated, the  nature  of  which  will  be  ex- 
plained in  this  statement,  to  bringabout 
a fraternal  Conference  on  questions  of 
Faith  and  Order  between  “all  Chris- 
tian Communions  throughout  the 
world  which  confess  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christas  God  and  Saviour  ” — thepur- 
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pose  of  this  Conference  being  to  facili- 
tate mutual  understanding  by  a candid 
but  loving  comparison  of  positive  be- 
liefs on  the  questions  which  need  to  be 
considered  in  promoting  the  unity  for 
which  the  Saviour  prayed. 

It  may  be  objected  by  some  that  it 
would  be  an  aCt  of  disloyalty  to  their 
convictions  to  participate  in  a Con- 
ference which  would  seem  to  involve 
placing  the  things  which  they  believe 
to  be  essential  on  the  level  of  things 
open  to  dispute.  But  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  the  prescribed  purpose 
of  this  Conference  demands  that  each 
participant  shall  proclaim  the  faith 
which  is  in  him,  without  being  called 
upon  to  compromise  that  faith  by  the 
acceptance  of  any  resolutions  or  defi- 
nitions. 

We  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
now  calling  us  all  to  labor  for  the 
sacred  cause  of  Christian  unity;  and 
that,  if  we  resort  to  earnest  prayer,  He 
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will  bless  and  guide  our  endeavors. 
This  thought  ought  to  dominate  and 
control  a work  which  demands  for 
its  success  a self-effacement  in  all  who 
participate,  an  abandonment  of  pre- 
judice, a forgetfulness  of  past  animosi- 
ties, a patient  effort  to  understand  one 
another,  and,  above  all,  an  abound- 
ing charity.  These  can  be  obtained 
only  through  single-hearted  depend- 
ence upon  the  Holy  Spirit  of  illumi- 
nation, wisdom, and  love.  The  primary 
aim,  therefore,  of  this  address  is  to  urge 
all  Christian  people  to  pray  for  the 
success  of  the  difficult  undertaking 
here  proposed.  We  venture  to  ask  that 
such  supplication  be  made  at  least  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month.  The 
following  prayers  have  been  suggested 
to  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States,  as  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and 
we  hope  that  many  of  our  brethren  of 
other  Communions  will  also  be  glad 
to  use  them. 


PRAYERS  FOR  THE  PEACE  AND  UNITY  OF 
THE  CHURCH 

OLord  Jesus  Christ,  Who  saidst 
unto  Thine  Apostles,  Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  My  peace  I give  unto 
you;  Regard  not  our  sins,  but  the  faith 
of  Thy  Church,  and  grant  her  that 
peace  and  unity  which  is  agreeable  to 
Thy  will,  Who  livest  and  reignest  God 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

OGod  of  Peace,  Who  through 
Thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  didst  set 
forth  One  Faith  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind;  Send  Thy  grace  and  heav- 
enly blessing  upon  all  Christian  peo- 
ple who  are  striving  to  draw  nearer 
to  Thee,  and  to  each  other,  in  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  and  in  the  bond  of 
peace.  Give  us  penitence  for  our  divi- 
sions, wisdom  to  know  Thy  truth,  cour- 
age to  do  Thy  will,  love  which  shall 
break  down  the  barriers  of  pride  and 
prejudice,  and  an  unswerving  loyalty 
to  Thy  Holy  Name.  Suffer  us  not  to 
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shrink  from  any  endeavor,  which  is 
in  accordance  with  Thy  will,  for  the 
peace  and  unity  of  Thy  Church.  Give 
us  boldness  to  seek  only  Thy  glory  and 
the  advancement  of  Thy  Kingdom. 
Unite  us  all  in  Thee  as  Thou,  O 
Father,  with  Thy  Son  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  art  One  God,  world  without 
end.  Amen. 

OLord  Jesus  Christ,  look  with 
pity,  we  beseech  Thee,  upon  Thy 
Church  weakened  and  hindered  by  dif- 
ferences and  divisions;  bless  the  ef- 
fort to  bring  together  in  conference  all 
who  confess  the  faith  of  Thy  Holy 
Name,  Who  livest  and  reignest  with 
the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  God, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Whether  or  not  these  forms  be  used 
is  of  minor  importance.  The  only,  and 
the  absolutely  necessary,  matter  is  that 
all  of  us,  each  in  the  way  which  brings 


him  nearest  to  the  Throne  of  Grace, 
shall  pour  out  our  souls  in  fervent  and 
frequent  prayer  for  the  reunion  of 
Christ’s  people. 

The  official  cooperation  which  this 
undertaking  demands  is  being  invited 
through  the  proper  channels.  But  gen- 
eral interest,  sympathy,  and  prayer 
are  needed,  for  the  undertaking  is  one 
which  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
Christian  world. 

In  recent  years  it  has  come  more 
and  more  plainly  to  be  seen  that  a dis- 
united Christendom  cannot  effectually 
fulfil  the  will  of  Christ  and  achieve  the 
work  which  was  assigned  by  Him  to 
His  Church.  One  of  the  most  evident, 
and  one  of  the  saddest,  consequences 
of  our  disunion  is  its  lessening  of  char- 
ity, “the  very  bond  of  peace  and  of 
all  virtues,  without  which  whosoever 
liveth  is  counted  dead”  before  the 
Lord.  So  long  as  we  are  disunited, 
controversy  and  rivalry  will  continue; 
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and  these  things  cannot  but  make  char- 
ity more  difficult  and  bitterness  more 
prevalent.  Moreover,  the  full  and  com- 
plete faith  in  Christ  necessarily  ex- 
cludes the  very  idea  of  rival  faiths.  The 
positive  truths  which  we  severally 
cherish  must  be  brought  into  the  one 
comprehensive  faith  if  we  are  to  enter 
into  the  fullness  of  the  mind  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Another  most  serious 
consequence  of  our  disunion  is  the 
weakening  and  undermining  of  reli- 
gious convidtion  which  results  from  it. 
Where  so  many  differing  dodtrinal  po- 
sitions are  maintained,  people  jump  to 
the  conclusion,  wholly  unjustified  as 
it  is,  that  no  dodtrinal  position  is  of 
serious  consequence.  Men  are  rejedting 
the  Church  because  they  are  confronted 
and  confused  by  “the  Churches.” 
Meanwhile  the  loss  of  power  due  to 
our  unhappy  divisions  gives  undue 
advantage  to  the  forces  of  evil. 

The  deepening  convidtion  that  the 
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evils  to  which  we  have  referred  cannot 
be  remedied,  and  that  the  will  of  Christ 
cannot  adequately  be  fulfilled,  without 
such  reunion  between  all  Christian  bod- 
ies throughout  the  world  as  shall  de- 
monstrate our  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ, 
has  caused  various  efforts  to  be  made, 
and  plans  to  be  devised,  for  bringing 
about  such  a reunion.  But  no  one  of 
these  plans  has  been  able  to  secure  any 
general  approval;  anditisbecomingin- 
creasingly  apparent  that  every  effort  to 
secure  unity  will  prove  abortive  until 
such  measure  of  mutual  understand- 
ing and  agreement  touching  questions 
of  Faith  and  Order  is  reached  as  will 
enable  Christian  Communions  to  co- 
operate without  either  seeming  to  jeop- 
ardize what  these  several  Communions 
regard  as  essential  to  true  Christianity, 
or  appearing  to  sanction  what  they  con- 
sider to  be  subversive  thereof.  In  other 
words,  thoughtful  Christians  are  real- 
izing that  the  Christian  faith  means  a 
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common  faith,  and  that  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  reunion  ought  to  be  faced 
and  overcome. 

In  each  Christian  body  a sense  of 
stewardship  of  Faith  and  Order  exists 
which  may  neither  be  ignored  nor  com- 
promised, but  this  is  accompanied  by 
disagreement  between  Christian  Com- 
munions as  to  what  are  the  “myster- 
ies of  God”  of  which  the  ministers  of 
Christ  are  stewards  (i  Cor.  iv.  i). 
Until  this  disagreement  is  frankly  and 
lovingly  faced  and  remedied,  no  unity 
can  be  achieved  except  at  the  cost  of 
violating  this  sense  of  stewardship.  We 
may  not  do  evil  that  good  may  come. 
Earnestly  as  we  ought  to  seek  Chris- 
tian unity,  we  may  not  strive  to  bring 
it  about  by  any  method  that  involves 
compromising  vital  convittions  and 
stultifying  Christian  consciences.  No 
doubt  by  some  it  is  believed  that  Chris- 
tians are  generally  agreed  in  all  really 
essential  matters.  But  the  truth  of  such 
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a view  depends  upon  what  is  reckoned 
to  be  essential.  The  fa<5t  is  that  Chris- 
tians are  not  agreed  as  to  what  is  es- 
sential. 

The  sense  of  stewardship  of  essen- 
tial truth  is  not  peculiar  to  any  Chris- 
tian Communion,  but  is  felt  in  each 
of  the  sundered  parts  of  Christendom. 
The  only  way  that  it  can  be  reckoned 
with  in  promoting  Christian  unity  is 
to  labor  for  such  growth  toward  mu- 
tual understanding  and  unity  of  faith 
as  will  make  possible  a restoration  of 
visible  unity  without  stultification  of 
convictions  which  are  felt  to  be  vital  by 
those  who  possess  them.  Truth  is  so 
mighty,  and  the  illuminating  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  so  great,  that  we  have 
reason  to  look  in  due  season  for  the 
dawn  of  a real  unity  of  faith  among  all 
who  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus 
Christ.  The  conditions  are  the  growth 
of  mutual  charity,  the  readiness  to  con- 
sider the  things  of  others,  the  desire  to 
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abandon  prejudice,  to  dismiss  by-gone 
animosities,  and  to  understand  one  an- 
other. That  these  conditions  may  pre- 
vail, we  need  to  pray  abundantly,  and 
also  to  confer  together  in  the  spirit  of 
loving  candor — not  seeking  to  appor- 
tion the  blame  for  our  present  diver- 
gences and  divisions, but  strivingto  dis- 
cern what  is  true  and  vital  in  the  posi- 
tion of  each  Communion,  in  the  hope 
of  attaining  to  a common  mind,  in 
which  everything  that  is  precious  shall 
be  treasured  and  be  given  its  just  and 
proportionate  value. 

Believing  this  to  be  the  way  to  the 
unity  for  which  Christ  prayed,  a Joint 
Committee  of  the  General  Convention 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Odtober,  a.  d. 
1910,  made  the  following  report: 

“Your  Committee  is  of  one  mind. 
We  believe  that  the  time  has  now  ar- 
rived when  representatives  of  the  whole 
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family  of  Christ,  led  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  may  be  willing  to  come  together 
for  the  consideration  of  questions  of 
Faith  and  Order.  We  believe  further, 
that  all  Christian  Communions  are  in 
accord  with  us  in  our  desire  to  lay  aside 
self-will,  and  to  put  on  the  mind  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  We  would 
heed  this  call  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
all  lowliness,  and  with  singleness  of 
purpose.  We  would  place  ourselves 
by  the  side  of  our  fellow  Christians, 
looking  not  only  on  our  own  things, 
but  also  on  the  things  of  others,  con- 
vinced that  our  one  hope  of  mutual  un- 
derstanding is  in  taking  personal  coun- 
sel together  in  the  spirit  of  love  and 
forbearance.  It  is  our  conviction  that 
such  a Conference  for  the  purpose  of 
study  and  discussion,  without  power 
to  legislate  or  to  adopt  resolutions,  is 
the  next  step  toward  unity. 

“With  grief  for  our  aloofness  in  the 
past,  and  for  other  faults  of  pride  and 
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self-sufficiency,  which  make  for  schism; 
with  loyalty  to  the  truth  as  we  see  it, 
and  with  respedl  for  the  convictions  of 
those  who  differ  from  us;  holding  the 
belief  that  the  beginnings  of  unity  are 
to  be  found  in  the  clear  statement  and 
full  consideration  of  those  things  in 
which  we  differ,  as  well  as  of  those 
things  in  which  we  are  at  one,  we  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

“Whereas,  There  is  to-day  among 
all  Christian  people  a growing  desire 
for  the  fulfilment  of  our  Lord’s  prayer 
that  all  His  disciples  may  be  one;  that 
the  world  may  believe  that  God  has 
sent  H im: 

“Resolved,  That  a Joint  Commis- 
sion be  appointed  to  bring  about  a 
Conference  for  the  consideration  of 
questions  touching  Faith  and  Order, 
and  that  all  Christian  Communions 
throughout  the  world  which  confess 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
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Saviour  be  asked  to  unite  with  us  in 
arranging  for  and  conducting  such  a 
Conference.  The  Commission  shall 
consist  of  seven  Bishops  appointed  by 
theChairman  of  the  Houseof  Bishops, 
and  seven  Presbyters  and  seven  Lay- 
men appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
House  of  Deputies,  and  shall  have 
power  to  add  to  its  number  and  to  fill 
any  vacancies  occurring  before  the  next 
General  Convention.” 

This  report  was  accepted  joyfully 
by  the  Convention,  and  the  resolution 
contained  therein  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

As  the  Commission  which  was  ap- 
pointed in  accordance  with  that  reso- 
lution, we  desire  to  emphasize  the  faCt 
that  we  are  not  authorized,  nor  do  we 
desire,  to  determine  or  to  control  the 
arrangements  for  the  proposed  Con- 
ference ; and  not  even  in  our  own  minds 
have  we  determined  the  length  of  time 
which  will  be  required  to  bring  itabout. 
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We  are  merely  inviting  other  Chris- 
tian Communions  “to  unite  with  us  in 
arranging  for  and  conducting  such  a 
Conference.”  Our  invitation  is  to  be 
extended  to  all  Christian  Communions 
“which  confess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  God  and  Saviour,”  whether  they 
are  called  Catholic  or  Protestant,  or 
given  some  other  name. 

Christian  brethren,  we  have  laid 
bare  to  you  our  hearts,  and  once  more 
we  appeal  to  you  for  the  mighty  help 
of  your  prayers.  The  Holy  Spirit  calls 
us  to  unity.  “ God  wills  it.”  But  with- 
out His  assistance  the  task  before  us 
is  too  mighty  for  our  frailty.  Pray  for 
us,  pray  earnestly  that  this  work  may 
be  so  blessed  that  it  may  greatly  hasten 
the  day  when  all  men  shall  be  enabled 
to  see  that  Christians  endeavor  “to 
keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace,”  and  that  among  them  “ there 
is  one  body,  and  one  Spirit;  . . . one 
hope  of  your  calling;  one  Lord,  one 
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Faith,  one  Baptism,  one  God,  and  Fa- 
ther of  all,  who  is  over  all,  and  through 
all,  and  in  all.”  Amen. 

C.  P.  Anderson,  President , Bishop  of  Chicago. 

Boyd  Vincent,  Bishop  of  Southern  Ohio. 

Thomas  F.  Gailor,  Bishop  of  Tennessee. 

A.  C.  A.  Hall,  Bishop  of  Vermont. 

C.  B.  Brewster,  Bishop  of  Connecticut. 

Reginald  H.  Weller,  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  Fond  du  Lac. 
Charles  H.  Brent,  Bishop  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 

David  H.  Greer,  Bishop  of  New  York. 

Philip  M.  Rhinelander,  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania. 

William  T.  Manning,  Chairman  Committee  on  Plan  and 
Scope , ReCtor  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
Alexander  Mann,  ReCtor  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston. 
Francis  J.  Hall,  Professor  in  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary. 

B.  Talbot  Rogers,  Warden  of  Grafton  Hall,  Fond  du  Lac. 
William  M.  Clark,  ReCtor  of  St.  James’s  Church,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Edward  L.  Parsons,  Redor  of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Ber- 
keley, California. 

Henry  S.  Nash,  Professor  in  the  Episcopal  Theological 
School. 

A.  G.  Mortimer,  ReCtor  of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Hughell  E.  W.  Fosbroke,  Secretary , Professor  in  the  Epis- 
copal Theological  School. 

Seth  Low,  New  York. 

J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  New  York. 

George  Wharton  Pepper,  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  Mather,  Cleveland. 

Francis  L.  Stetson,  New  York. 

Edward  P.  Bailey,  Chicago. 

George  Zabriskie,  Treasurer , 

49  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

Robert  H.  Gardiner,  Secretary , Gardiner,  Maine. 
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